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“Creat Glemham 4 mile down Ehe read

The signpest quo\ﬂj proclams,

Pubt whu Ele cians step at the ne
Put why the signs step oK s

T ek Love Jou to ex{ﬂ@m.

YN porhaps e umspoled lovliness
N ls A cecreb fmd(ﬁ;‘m 'f“_cf) Q. ﬂ bu b oo Feo ?
~n el ek gou for sharing yourself with us
For, Great G{E;%%QW]/ WE Lolve y@'b{{

worttten be Charlotte Nackt e Ghaﬂ@é& vvackiégﬁgnﬁew%m
\/’i&(jtliftggﬁ( a s ft b{”@@(k with l”‘@f\“‘?‘iﬁ'ﬁiff gL(Zi{i/\’i@ik{(‘* CNev 202



Just About N oW

Just about now they are stoppmg my father’s heart.
Of late the aortlc Valve has grown sluggish but all
in all, It s a ﬁne machme a liquid-full system,

mtolerant of | _lowback log}am and tides. It’s been
running elght decades systole-diastoling the miles
with its engmeered bass-note. Now they are cooling

his body to reduce its oxygen-thirst while they work.
At university he studied the moody strength of materials.
He knows there are reasons why moving objects might

start to fail. On his lecturer’s notes he read, upside down:
Argument weak: speak loud. Last night, at the hospital
no one changed their tone by a decibel. They’ve told him

a heart like that, big and hidden, rumbling in its housing,
will re-start itself afterwards, with a twitch. That’s how it was
with him: downing the tea at the service station, swiping

the last of the eggs with the Little Chef toast. Time
to get on, the motorway sliding, as empty as it used _t_'o be,
between the heathered shoulders of the fells. |
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The  wmearthee  Comductor

MMfwfv{LsMS el nirmnces
Of fhe abshacted Throna
fttwotng o cluce
The  essentiad




Evonding  Rinsh HW

Woarisome  twad  back
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